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Cal Poly Freshmen, Upperclassmen Headed to Campus Sept. 23
SAN LUIS OBISPO - Cal Poly expects more than 18,000 students to show up
for classes Sept. 23 when fall term starts, including 2,844 first time
freshmen and 769 transfer students.
This fall's freshman class has a SAT average of 1192 and a cumulative
high school Grade Point Average of 3.71 - the best on record, according
to a preliminary enrollment brief from Cal Poly's Institutional
Planning and Analysis office. Fall transfer students have an average
college GPA of 3.24.
"This freshman class is enrolling with the highest entering profile in
institutional history," said Assistant Vice President for Admissions,
Recruitment and Financial Aid James Maraviglia. "I think it speaks to
our outstanding faculty and staff. Everyone here is committed to our
unique 'learn-by-doing' philosophy and campuswide commitment to
teaching and learning."
Final fall enrollment figures won't be known until after Oct. 31 - the
official census day at the university.
Based on preliminary enrollment, Engineering remains the largest of the
university's six colleges with 4,702 students already enrolled,
followed by Agriculture (3,630), Liberal Arts (3,085), Business
(2,539), Science and Mathematics (1,772), Architecture and
Environmental Design (1,738) and the University Center for Teacher
Education (292). Women are expected to make up 45 percent of the
student body, and men 55 percent.
This year's 2,844 first-time freshmen were selected from a pool of
19,739 applicants; the 769 transfer students were selected from a pool
of 4,269 transfer applicants. The overall number of undergraduate
applicants for fall term was roughly 24,000 - making it the seventh
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straight record undergraduate application pool for Cal Poly.

It was tougher than ever for freshmen to get into Cal Poly for the fall
term, according to the university admissions office. A boom in student
enrollment in fall 2001 prompted university
officials to reduce the "target" number of students offered acceptance
at the university for fall 2002, Maraviglia explained.
"The university administration purposely adjusted its new student
target for fall 2002 in an effort to manage its enrollment by balancing
the number of new and continuing students," Maraviglia said. "The
campus knew in January 2002 that we would be enrolling approximately
950 fewer new undergraduate students compared to fall 2001. The new
undergraduate student enrollment is right on target for fall 2002."
A preliminary look at the incoming freshman class, by college:
Students
College
GPA
SAT
Enrolled
Agriculture
654
3.46
1090
Architecture & Environmental Design

345

3.70

1194

Orfalea College of Business

323

3.80

1219

Engineering

880

3.81

1255

Liberal Arts

342

3.79

1178

Science & Mathematics

300

3.81

1215

Total

2,844

3.71

1192

More preliminary details about Cal Poly's expected fall enrollment
can be found online at:
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Einststdy/info_brf/ibpfll02.pdf.
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